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  SWACHH VAYU SARVEKSHAN AWARDS 2025 ANNOUNCED

Recognize best-performing cities in Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2025 under the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP).
Survey covered 130 NCAP cities across India.

Population-based categories:
>10 lakh (Category 1)
3–10 lakh (Category 2)
<3 lakh (Category 3)
11 cities awarded in total.

Source: The Hindu 

Category 1 (>10 lakh): Indore (1st), Jabalpur (2nd), Agra & Surat (joint 3rd).
Category 2 (3–10 lakh): Amravati (1st), Jhansi & Moradabad (joint 2nd), Alwar (3rd).
Category 3 (<3 lakh): Dewas (1st), Parwanoo (2nd), Angul (3rd).

Winners

About the Awards

Aim: Improve air quality in 131 non-attainment and million-plus cities.
Target: 40% reduction in PM10 (or meet national standard of 60 µg/m³) by
2025–26.
Nodal body: CPCB; monitored via PRANA portal.

About NCAP (2019)

  ED ACHIEVES 94% CONVICTION RATE IN 53 PMLA CASES

ED Achievements
Recovered: Over ₹34,000 crore
returned to victims.

Significance
Reflects effectiveness of PMLA and
ED’s investigations.
Shows ED’s role in both punishing
offenders and compensating victims.

Conviction rate based on few
completed cases → backlog concerns.
Legal overlap with Insolvency &
Bankruptcy Code.
Rising threats from cyber-fraud &
online betting.

Challenges

HQ: New Delhi | Formed: 1956 | Parent: Dept. of Revenue, MoF.
Laws Enforced:

PMLA (2002): Criminal law against money laundering.
FEMA (1999): Civil law on forex violations.
FEOA (2018): Prevents fugitives from evading Indian law.
Powers: Search & seizure, summon, arrest, prosecute.

About ED



  CENTRE SEEKS REPORT ON TRIBAL RIGHTS CONCERNS IN GNIP

  C.P. RADHAKRISHNAN ELECTED 15TH VICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Nomination: 20 proposers + 20 seconders,
₹15,000 deposit.
Electoral College: All members of Lok Sabha &
Rajya Sabha (elected + nominated).
Voting: Proportional representation via single
transferable vote, secret ballot.
Every vote has equal value (1).
No whip; Anti-Defection Law not applicable.

Second-highest constitutional post
in India.
Article 63: India shall have a Vice-
President.
Article 64: Vice-President is ex-
officio Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.
Article 65: Acts as President in case
of vacancy.
Constitution is silent on who
performs duties if the post falls
vacant.

Source: The Hindu 

Election Process (Article 66)

the Vice-President’s Office

Citizen of India.
Minimum age: 35 years.
Qualified for election to Rajya Sabha.
Must not hold office of profit under Union, State, or local authorities.

Eligibility
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Tribal Council raised issues over recognition and settlement of rights under the Forest Rights
Act (FRA), 2006.
GNI is home to Shompens (PVTG) and Nicobarese communities.

Source: The Hindu 

Clearances (2022): In-principle forest & environmental clearance under Holistic
Development of Islands Program.
Nodal Agency: NITI Aayog; implemented by ANIIDCO.
Area: 130.75 sq km forest diverted; 50% kept for green development (no tree felling).
Planned Projects: International container transshipment terminal (Galathea Bay),
greenfield airport, township, 450 MVA gas-solar power plant

About GNIP: Great Nicobar Island Project

Biodiversity hotspot: Galathea Bay is critical for endangered Leatherback turtles and
Nicobar megapodes (both Schedule I species).

Environmental Concerns

Concerns

Recognizes individual and community rights of forest dwellers.
Grants habitat and habitation rights to PVTGs over customary territories (social, cultural,
spiritual, and economic uses).
District-level Forest Rights Committees verify and address claims.

Forest Rights Act, 2006



  CJI ON BARRIERS TO JUSTICE FOR MARGINALISED CITIZENS
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Access to Justice: Ensures every citizen can seek fair, equal, and speedy judicial redress.
Guaranteed by Articles 14, 21 & 39A of the Constitution.

Source: The Hindu 

National Mission for Justice Delivery & Legal Reforms.
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 – NALSA, SALSA, Lok Adalats.
E-Courts Mission Mode Project – court digitization.

Institutional Measures

Barriers
Geographical: Courts/law schools distant from rural areas.
Linguistic: English-dominated proceedings.
Economic: Costly legal education & litigation.
Social: Caste bias, illiteracy, lack of awareness.
Other: Digital divide, weak infrastructure; 4.6+ crore pending cases.

Promote regional languages in courts.
Reform legal education with scholarships & fee waivers.
Expand courts, law schools, and legal aid clinics.
Leverage technology for efficient justice delivery.

Way Forward

  20 YEARS OF PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005

The PWDV Act, 2005 provides legal protection to wives and female live-in partners from violence by
husbands, male partners, or their relatives.

📊 Context: NCRB’s Crime in India 2022 reported 4.45 lakh cases of crimes against women, with
cruelty by husbands/relatives forming the majority.

Challenges: 
Social: Victim-blaming, economic dependence.
Structural: Weak shelter infrastructure, low conviction rates.
Institutional: Poor awareness, inadequate training of officers & police.
Misuse: Rising number of false cases reported.

Key Features of the Act: 
Definition: Covers physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, economic abuse, and dowry harassment.
Institutional Setup: States must appoint Protection Officers, register Service Providers, and
notify shelters & medical facilities.
Reliefs: Victims can seek protection, residence, custody, monetary relief, shelter, medical aid.
Residence Rights: Women in domestic relationships have the right to reside in the shared
household.

Source: The Hindu 
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  PM LAYS FOUNDATION OF INDIA’S FIRST PM MITRA PARK IN MP

Source: The Hindu 
Park coming up at Bhainsola, Dhar district under PM MITRA scheme; will benefit cotton
producers with world-class facilities.

About PM Mitra: 
Launched: 2021 by Ministry of Textiles.
Objective: Build integrated, modern textile parks covering the full value chain (Farm → Fibre →
Factory → Fashion → Foreign).
Duration: 2021–22 to 2027–28.
Implementation: Special Purpose Vehicle (Centre + State).
Funding:

-Up to ₹500 cr Development Capital Support per park.
-Up to ₹300 cr Competitive Incentive Support for units.

Sites (7): TN (Virudhnagar), Telangana (Warangal), Gujarat (Navsari), Karnataka (Kalaburagi),
MP (Dhar), UP (Lucknow), Maharashtra (Amravati).
Eligibility: 1000+ acres of contiguous land, aligned with State textile policy.
Parks may be Greenfield or Brownfield.

Eligibility: 
Attract ~₹70,000 cr investment (incl. FDI).
Create ~20 lakh jobs.
Enhance competitiveness & scale in textiles.

  3 YEARS OF NATIONAL LOGISTICS POLICY (2022–2025)

Source: The Hindu 

Vision: Tech-enabled, integrated, cost-efficient, resilient & sustainable logistics.
Implementation: Via Comprehensive Logistics Action Plan (CLAP).
Sector Share: 13–14% of GDP; 22M jobs; +1 crore jobs by 2027.

Cut logistics cost to global levels.
LPI rank in Top 25.

Achievements:
ULIP: 160+ cr digital transactions; 101 ICDs visibility.
LEADS Index: Helped India reach 38th in LPI.
Capacity: 65k+ trained, 100+ universities with courses.

Govt Initiatives:
PM GatiShakti: Infra integration.
35 MMLPs for multimodal transport.
SPEL: Sector-specific frameworks.
Green Logistics: TEMT for emission tracking.

Targets (2030)



  MHA RELEASES NCB ANNUAL REPORT 2024
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Source: The Hindu 

Established: 1986 under NDPS Act, 1985.
Role: National nodal agency against drug abuse & illicit trafficking.
HQ: New Delhi, under Ministry of Home Affairs.

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)

Vulnerable Location: 
Between Death Crescent (Afghanistan–Pakistan–Iran) & Death Triangle (Myanmar–
Thailand–Laos).

Routes:
Land: Punjab, Rajasthan, J&K (heroin from Pakistan); NE states (Myanmar).
Coastal: Mumbai, Gujarat, Kerala, Tamil Nadu (synthetic drugs).

Trends:
Rise in synthetic drugs (Meth, LSD, Mephedrone).
Secret labs in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab, NE states.
Darknet & cryptocurrency-based trade.
Maritime trafficking via Chabahar, Gwadar, Karachi.
Drone smuggling across India–Pakistan border.

Drug Trafficking in India

State-level strategy targeting entry, distribution & retail cartels.
Joint mechanism of NCB, CBI & state police for fugitives.
Special squads to trace financial flows, hawala, crypto & cyber links.
India’s Measures: Laws/Systems: NDPS (1988 amendment), NCORD, NIDAAN, MANAS
helpline, Drug-Free India Campaign.

suggested steps: 

  PM LAUNCHES ADI KARMAYOGI ABHIYAN FROM MADHYA PRADESH

Source: The Hindu 
A national movement to create decentralized tribal leadership & governance.
Ministry: Flagship initiative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Aim: 
Empower 11 crore tribals in 1 lakh villages → world’s largest tribal leadership mission.
Train 20 lakh officials, SHG women & tribal youth as Adi Karmayogis for last-mile governance &
service delivery.

3 Pillars of Leadership:
Adi Karmayogi (Govt Officers): Governance drivers ensuring convergence & delivery.
Adi Sahyogi (Youth, Teachers, Doctors): Bridge access to education, health & awareness.
Adi Saathi (SHGs, Elders, Villagers): Grassroots mobilizers, tradition-keepers & community
anchors.
Tribal Village Action Plan: Jointly create Tribal Village Vision 2030, aligned with SDGs.

New Initiatives: 
Adi Vaani App: AI-based language bridge for govt–tribal communication.
Adi Karmayogi Portal: Real-time registration, role-wise tracking, dashboard.
Adi Sewa Kendras: Single-window grievance redressal centers.
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   UNION GOVERNMENT’S ANNUAL OPIUM LICENSING POLICY 2025–26 

Issued under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)Rules, 1985, framed in
accordance with the NDPS Act, 1985.
Source: Derived from the opium poppy plant. 

Key Alkaloids in Opium Gum: 
○ Morphine – used as a pain reliever. 
○ Codeine – used in cough syrups. ○ ○Thebaine – precursor for several medicines.
● Other Uses: Poppy is also cultivated for edible seeds and seed oil. 
 Global Status: 
○ India – only country authorised under the UN Single Convention (1961) to produce gum opium. 
○ 11 other countries – permitted to grow poppy, but only for poppy straw, not gum. 
Opium Cultivation in India: 
● Legal Framework: Permitted under NDPS Act, 1985 for medical & scientific purposes.
● Authority: Central Govt. notifies tracts & licensing conditions annually. 
● States Allowed: Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh (notified areas only). 
● Licensing: Issued by Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN), Gwalior (Ministry of Finance). 
● Obligation: Farmers must sell entire opium produce to CBN; price fixed by Govt.

Source: The Hindu 

  SUPREME COURT URGES CENTRE TO PROTECT HOMEBUYERS’ INTERESTS

SC on Safeguarding Homebuyers’ Interests Context: 
● SC suggested measures to prevent liquidation of viable housing projects. 
● Right to Shelter recognized as part of Article 21 (Right to Life).
Challenges in the housing sector: 
● Affordable Housing Decline: From >50% (2018) → 17% of new launches. 
● Stalled Projects: 5+ lakh units stalled in 44 cities due to financial mismanagement. 
● High Land Prices: Top 10 cities occupy only 0.2% of land mass. 
● RERA Gaps: State-specific rules lack uniformity. 
SC Recommendations: 
● Revival Fund: Via NARCL, and expand SWAMIH Fund. 
● New Corporate Body: For stalled projects, similar to NARCL. 
● Uniform RERA Rules: Harmonize across states. 
● Oversight Committee: Chaired by a retired High Court Judge. 

Source: The Hindu 
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Unveiled by India’s Defence Minister, the new DPM 2025 updates and replaces the earlier
manual issued in 2009.

Challenges:
Tech: Dependence on foreign tech due to weak R&D & skills.
Industry: Low private sector role; HAL monopoly.
Supply Chain: Reliance on imports, export restrictions (e.g., US jet engines). 
Cost: Short-term rise in procurement costs.

DPM: 
Governs procurement of goods & services for operations, maintenance, and readiness of
Defence Services & MoD. Distinct from DAP, which covers capital procurements.

Highlights: 
Focus on indigenisation & jointness of Armed Forces under Revenue Head. 
Simplified procurement process for ~₹1 lakh crore in FY 2025. 

Other Initiatives for Defense Indigenization: 
FDI Liberalisation: Up to 74% foreign investment permitted through the automatic route.
 iDEX (2018): Engages start-ups and MSMEs to drive innovation and defence technology
development. Sudarshan Chakra Mission: Aims for complete R&D and manufacturing of defence
systems within India.
SRIJAN Portal: Platform to promote indigenisation by Indian industry, including MSMEs.

Source: The Hindu

   PM SAYS NORTH EAST INDIA IS NOW CENTRAL TO INDIA'S GROWTH

The Prime Minister highlighted how the Act East vision has transformed the North Eastern
Region from a frontier region to a frontrunner of growth. 
He envisioned North East India's transformation into a growth driver through connectivity,
infrastructure, and development schemes, despite ongoing challenges like security and terrain.

Government Initiatives for North East India: 
 Act East Policy: This policy aims to make the NER India's gateway to Southeast Asia, using the
EAST formula (Empower, Act, Strengthen, Transform) to improve connectivity, healthcare,
education, and livelihoods. 

Infrastructure Development: 
Railways: New lines, such as the Bairabi-Sairang line, have connected isolated areas to the
national rail network. Highways: Over 16,000 km of National Highways have been constructed. 
Digital & Air Connectivity: BharatNet has boosted digital access, while the UDAN scheme has
expanded air routes. 
Financial & Governance Support: Financial Assistance: The Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region (MDoNER) provides funding through schemes like PM-DevINE. 
Governance: The Poorvottar Vikas Setu (PVS) Portal has increased transparency and
efficiency in project management. 

Source: The Hindu

NEW DEFENCE PROCUREMENT MANUAL 2025 PRIORITISES INDIGENISATION



Judicial Backlog Persists: 4.7 Crore Cases in Lower Courts, 63 Lakh in High Courts
Judicial Vacancies: Over 5,600 vacancies in High Courts and Subordinate Courts; HC
vacancies rose from 16% (2006) to 30% (2024). 
Low Judge-Population Ratio: India has ~21 judges per million people, far below the USA’s
150. 
High Government Litigation: Nearly 50% of cases involve government agencies. 
Weak Infrastructure & Manpower: Shortage of courtrooms, staff, and support systems (India
Justice Report 2022). 
Systemic Delays: No fixed timeframe for case disposal, frequent adjournments, and long
vacations add to delays. 

PMFBY & RWBCIS:

 UDISE 2023-24 REPORT ON SCHOOL EDUCATION

Justice Delayed, Justice Denied
Socio-Economic Burden: Weak contract enforcement hurts India’s Ease of Doing Business
rankings. 
Prison Overcrowding: Over half of India’s jails are overcrowded; 76% of inmates are
undertrials (India Justice Report, 2025). 

Source: The Hindu

Implications of Pendency

Reducing Case Pendency
More Judges: Raise ratio to 50 per million (Law Commission, 120th Report). 
AIJS: Centralized recruitment to fill vacancies in lower courts. 
Digital Reforms: Expand eCourts (Phase III) with AIbased case management.

  AI FOR VIKSIT BHARAT

AI can boost growth by 8%+, aiding the Viksit Bharat vision.
By 2035, AI could lift GDP from $6.6T to $8.3T.

AI Opportunities for India:
Accelerating AI Adoption: Could deliver 30–35% of growth step-up (e.g., banking,
manufacturing).
Generative AI in R&D: Adds 20–30% uplift (e.g., drug discovery, autonomous vehicles).
Tech Services Innovation: Contributes 15–20% to growth.

AI Led Value Creations: Potential Outcomes: 
India as Data Capital: Frameworks for anonymized data and certified marketplaces.
AI-Skilling Ecosystem: Building talent, research capacity, and indigenous models.
Sectoral Growth: Boosting manufacturing, finance, pharma, and automotive.
Future-Proof Jobs: Continuous upskilling and faster digital adoption.

Conclusions: 
With robust infrastructure, smooth labor transitions, responsible governance, and industry–
academia collaboration, India can pioneer a new growth model.

Source: The Hindu 
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  MNRE ROLLS OUT NATIONAL GEOTHERMAL POLICY

Source: The Hindu 

Recognition & Scope
Maps 381 hot springs & 10 provinces with potential.
Supports electricity (high enthalpy) + heating, cooling, agriculture, industry (low/medium
enthalpy).
Covers resource mapping → end-use, incl. hybrid systems, storage, repurposed oil/gas
wells.

Sustainability & Regulation
Safe reinjection, compliance with rules, stakeholder consultations.
Single-window clearances via state nodal agencies.

Development & Financing
100% FDI, domestic innovation, oil–gas collaboration.
Risk-sharing, concessional loans, VGF, green bonds, blended finance.
Tax incentives: GST/tax exemptions, holidays, accelerated depreciation, property tax
relief.

key features

Aims to integrate geothermal energy into India’s renewable mix and support the 2070 net-zero
goal.

Collaboration & Capacity Building
International cooperation & peer learning encouraged.

Sites, Leases & Data
Exploration leases: 3–5 yrs; Development leases: up to 30+ yrs.
Centralized geothermal data repository with mandatory submissions.

About Geothermal Energy
Heat from Earth’s interior used for power, heating, cooling.
Extracted via wells tapping natural/man-made hot water & steam reservoirs.
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  FIRST NATIONAL MEET ON WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

India’s Progress in Women-Led Development
Leadership: 46% of elected representatives at grassroots are women.
Education: 43% of STEMM graduates are women.
Financial Empowerment: Women form 69% of PMMY and 84% of Stand-Up India beneficiaries.

Tirupati Conference on Women Empowerment: 
Venue & Outcome: Held in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh; adopted the Tirupati Resolution
reaffirming women-led development.

Tirupati Resolution Highlights:
Apply a gender lens in governance
Institutionalize gender-responsive budgeting
Promote women in STEM and bridge the digital divide
Shift from welfare to women as active agents of empowerment

Key Challenges: 
Political: Only 14% MPs are women.
Economic: Women = 27% of STEM workforce despite high graduation rates.
Social & Cultural: Patriarchy, safety concerns, early marriage, unequal household work.
Digital Divide: Only 33% of women (15–49 yrs) use the internet vs. 57% men (NFHS-5).

11

Source: The Hindu 
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  CMLRE STUDY: ELSA 3 SHIPWRECK CAUSED SEVERE MARINE DAMAGE

13

Incident: ELSA 3 sank in SE Arabian Sea off Kerala, carrying furnace oil & low-sulphur diesel.
Despite currents, oil stayed concentrated—sign of continued leakage → major spill disaster.

Key Findings: 
Chemical Pollution: Heavy metals (nickel, lead, copper, vanadium), PAHs (naphthalene,
fluorene, anthracene) detected in water & sediments.
Biological Impact:

-Zooplankton: High petroleum pollutant levels → bioaccumulation across food chain.
-Fish eggs/larvae: Signs of decay & mortality → threat to fisheries.
-Benthic organisms: Sensitive species declined; pollution-tolerant worms/bivalves survived →
ecological stress & habitat loss.
Marine Pollution Control: India’s Role: 

MARPOL Convention – India signatory.
Oil Pollution Preparedness & Response (OPRC), 1990 – India signatory.
Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 – ratified 2015.
National Oil Spill Disaster Contingency Plan (1996): Indian Coast Guard as nodal authority.

Source: The Hindu 

  WMO REPORT: STATE OF GLOBAL WATER RESOURCES 2024

Intensifies evaporation, adding more water to the atmosphere.
Triggers more droughts, floods, and hurricanes.
Causes sea-level rise from melting glaciers & thermal expansion, flooding coasts.

Source: The Hindu 
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) warns of an increasingly
erratic water cycle, swinging between floods and droughts.

Glacier Melt: All glacier regions lost ice for the 3rd consecutive year; many
small glaciers are at or near Peak Water Point (maximum runoff before
permanent decline).
Erratic Water Cycle: ⅔ of global river basins face too much or too little water,
driving extremes—heavy rains in Africa, floods in Europe/Asia, drought in the
Amazon.

Key Findings

Pools: Storage areas like lakes, glaciers, atmosphere.
Fluxes: Movements between pools (evaporation, condensation).

Water Cycle Basics

Climate Change Impacts



A strong earthquake hit the Kamchatka Peninsula

   PM INAUGURATES INDIA’S FIRST BAMBOO-BASED BIO-ETHANOL PLANT

The plant, a joint venture of Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL), Finland’s Fortum, and
Chempolis OY, will produce bioethanol using bamboo. Bamboo serves as an ideal feedstock
since it is a non-food crop with high lignocellulose content, making it a strong candidate for
second-generation biofuels. 

Definition: Ethanol derived from renewable biological sources such as food crops and
agricultural residues. 
Properties: A clear, colourless, biodegradable liquid that burns cleanly to form carbon dioxide
and water. 
Sources (as per National Policy on Biofuels, 2018): Sugar-based materials: sugarcane, sugar
beet, sweet sorghum. Starch-based materials: corn, cassava, rotten potatoes, agrofood/pulp
waste, algae. 
Cellulosic materials: bagasse, wood waste, agricultural & forestry residues, vegetable waste,
industrial waste. 
Applications: -As a fuel – pure ethanol (E100) or blended with petrol (E10, E20). -In production
of chemicals, pharmaceuticals, personal care products, and bio-based materials like
bioplastics. 
Advantages: 
-Biodegradable and renewable. 
-Lowers greenhouse gas emissions compared to fossil fuels. 
-Helps in reducing air pollution

14

https://visionias.in/current-affairs/news-today/2025-09-15/also-in-news#world-boxing-championships-2025


  CLIMATE EVENTS EXPOSE RISING DISASTER RISKS IN INDIAN HIMALAYAS

Monsoon 2025 & Himalayan Disasters
 Heavy rains hit J&K, Himachal, Punjab & Uttarakhand, underscoring disaster risks in the
Indian Himalayan Region (IHR).

Why IHR is Highly Vulnerable:
Geology: Young fold mountains, tectonic activity → earthquakes (Zones IV & V), landslides.
Climate: Extreme rainfall, cloudbursts, avalanches (U’khand 2013, 2025 floods).
Anthropogenic: Roads, tunnels, hydropower, encroachments.
Land-use Change: Projects (e.g. Tehri Dam) → soil erosion, slope instability.
Other Risks: Low adaptive capacity, glacial retreat, permafrost melt, GLOFs.

Current Response Mechanisms:
Agencies: NDMA, NDRF, CWC, IMD, state bodies; Army/IAF/ITBP for rescue.
Technology: Drones, satellite comms, Doppler radars, OneWeb links.
Community: NDMA’s Aapda Mitra program.
Risk Indexing: CWC criteria for glacial lakes.

Way forward:
Monitoring: NRSC to track glacial lakes & debris flows 24×7.
Mapping: GSI to expand landslide mapping.
Technology: AI-based flash flood forecasting (e.g., Gorakhpur model).
Other Measures: Sachet early-warning app, slope stabilization for roads & rivers.

Source: The Hindu 

  WMO OZONE BULLETIN REPORTS OZONE LAYER RECOVERY

Source: The Hindu 
Issued on World Ozone Day (16 Sept) and marks 40 years of the Vienna Convention (1985).
Recovery Timeline: Ozone layer expected to return to 1980 levels by 2066 (Antarctica), 2045
(Arctic), 2040 (rest of world).

About Ozone Layer
Found in stratosphere (15–30 km), shields Earth from UV radiation.
Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS):

1.Chlorine-based: CFCs, HCFCs, CTC, Methyl chloroform.
2.Bromine-based: Halons, Methyl bromide.

—Depletion is most severe over Antarctica.
Vienna Convention (1985)
First global treaty on ozone protection; led to Montreal Protocol (1987).

Montreal Protocol:
Phased out 99% of controlled ODS.
Kigali Amendment (2016): Added phase-down of HFCs (potent greenhouse gases).

India’s Achievements
-ODS Phase-out: Eliminated CFCs, CTC, halons by 2010.
-Policy: ODS (Regulation & Control) Rules, 2000; banned CFCs & halons in new equipment by 2003.
-HCFC Phase-out: 67.5% reduction achieved; complete phase-out of HCFC-141b in 2020.
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Kerala Bill Eases Rules on Culling Dangerous Wild Animals First State to Propose Amendment to
Central Wildlife Act Amid Growing Conflicts.
Key highlights of the bill:

Expanded Powers for CWW: Chief Wildlife Warden can order killing of wild animals attacking
humans in inhabited areas. 
Change from Current Law: WPA currently allows CWW to only issue permits for hunting
animals in Schedules I–IV if they threaten human life. 
State Power on Vermin Declaration: Bill allows state government to declare Schedule II
animals as vermin. 
Shift from Central Authority: At present, only the central government (under Section 62) can
declare animals—except those in Schedule I and Part II of Schedule II—as vermin. 
Legalized Culling: Animals listed as vermin can be killed in designated areas for a limited
time. 

Causes of rising human- animal conflict:
Habitat Loss: Urbanisation, deforestation, and encroachment blocking animal corridors. 
Resource Competition: Scarcity of food and water driving clashes. 
Climate Change: Extreme weather and shifting migration push animals into human
settlements. 
Poaching & Illegal Trade: Disrupts ecosystems and displaces species.

  MOEFCC CLEARS TRANSLOCATION OF EIGHT TIGERS
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Permissions: 
○ Schedule I animals → Central Govt. approval. 
○ Other wild animals → State Govt. approval. 
● Authority: MoEFCC (can revoke permits for safety/mishaps). 
Details: 
○ 8 tigers (3 males, 5 females). 
○ From Tadoba-Andhari & Pench TRs → to Sahyadri TR. 
○ Aim: Revive tiger population in northern Western Ghats. 
○ Earlier approved by NTCA. 
Benefits:
:● Ecological balance: Restores predator-prey dynamics. 
● Conflict reduction: Eases pressure in overcrowded reserves. 
● Rewilding: Revives areas of local tiger extinction. 
Concerns: 
● Local community protests. 
● Territorial conflicts with resident tigers. 
● Weak forest management (e.g., prey base augmentation).
Sahyadri Tiger Reserve: 
● Notified: 2010 (by merging Chandoli National Park & Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary). 
● Location: Sahyadri ranges, Western Ghats, Maharashtra. 
● Significance: Northernmost tiger habitat in the Western Ghats. ● Reservoirs: ○ Shivsagar
(Koyna River). ○ Vasant Sagar (Warana River). 
● Flora: Anjani, Jambhul, Pisa, etc. 
● Fauna: Wild dog, Leopard, Gaur, Sambar, Four-horned Antelope, Mouse Deer, Giant Squirrel,
Indian Long-billed Vulture, endemic Hornbills, Indian River Tern.

   KERALA CABINET APPROVES WPA AMENDMENT BILL 



ECONOMICS

17



  STATE FINANCES 2022-23 REPORT (CAG)

18

First-of-its-kind report covering 28 states, with data & trends (2013–14 to 2022–23).
Why High Public Debt: Rising Subsidies: Farm loan waivers, free power/services, cash
transfers.
High Committed Spending: Salaries, pensions, interest payments—42%+ of revenue
expenditure, ~6% of GSDP.
Other: Limited revenue mobilization, heavy GST dependence.

Key Findings:
Total Debt: 22.17% of national GDP (FRBM target: 20% by 2024–25).
Debt-to-GSDP: Highest in Punjab (40.35%), followed by Nagaland (37.15%) & West Bengal
(33.7%).
Fiscal Deficit: All states in deficit—lowest in Gujarat (0.76%), highest in Himachal Pradesh
(6.46%). FRBM benchmark: 3.5%.
Revenue Capacity: States’ Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) share ranged from Haryana (70%) to
Arunachal Pradesh (9%).

  CII PROPOSES NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR GLOBAL CAPABILITY CENTERS

Definition: Offshore units of multinational firms providing technology, R&D, and service
delivery for parent organizations. 
Significance: India hosts nearly 50% of global GCCs, contributing about 1.8% of GDP. 
Employment Impact: The GCC ecosystem is projected to support ~10.4 million jobs in FY25. 

Suggested Framework for National GCC Policy:
Three-Pillar Approach Strategic Priorities Targets by 2030: 

5,000 GCCs, $470–600 bn GVA, 20–25 mn jobs. 
-Focus Areas: Quantum Computing, Digital Healthcare, Industry 4.0. -Critical Success Factors
Talent: Industry–academia tie-ups, specialized courses. 
-Infrastructure: Plug-and-play facilities, DEZs, data centers, cloud infra. 
-Locational Spread: Innovation hubs and R&D zones in tier-2/3 cities. -Performance Levers
Policy Support: Single-window clearance, fast-track approvals, tax/export incentives. 
-Investment Push: Focus on US/UK + new markets (Japan, Nordics, Australia) with regulatory
support. 
-Governance: National GCC Council, dedicated cells, inter-ministerial groups, industry panel.

Global Capability Centers (GCCs)



 INDIA–EFTA TRADE PACT TO TAKE EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2025
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India’s Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) — comprising Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein — will come
into force on October 1, 2025. The pact, signed on March 10, 2024, introduces legally binding
sustainability provisions—a first in India’s trade history.

🔹 Key Highlights
Investment Commitment:

 EFTA to invest USD 100 billion in India over 15 years, creating 1 million jobs.
USD 50 billion in the first decade
USD 50 billion in the next five years

Market Access:
India grants EFTA (especially Switzerland) improved access for 94.7% of exports (2018–2023,
excluding gold).
Covers pharmaceuticals, machinery, optical instruments, watches, chocolates, and processed
farm goods.
India cuts/reduces duties on Swiss watches, chocolates, and cut & polished diamonds.

Sustainability Clause:
Ensures environmental protection, labour rights, and human rights are upheld.
Aligns with global sustainability and SDG commitments.
Adds legal predictability to trade relations.

🔹 Strategic Significance for India
First FTA with such a large, binding investment pledge.
Boosts industrial growth, job creation, and foreign capital inflows.
Deepens India’s role in global value chains for high-end goods.
Aligns trade policy with sustainable development goals.

🔹 Exam Pointers
Agreement: Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)
Partners: EFTA (Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein)
EFTA Established: 1960 under the Stockholm Convention
Objective: Promote free trade and economic integration among members.



 INDIA’S GDP TO GROW 6.5% IN FY26: S&P GLOBAL RATINGS
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S&P Global Ratings has retained India’s FY26 GDP growth forecast at 6.5%, citing strong
domestic demand, easing inflation, and robust public investment. Despite global headwinds,
India’s economy remains one of the fastest-growing in Asia, powered by resilient consumption
and policy support.

🔹 Key Growth Drivers
Strong Monsoon: Boosts rural incomes and agricultural stability.
Tax Relief: Cuts in income and GST enhance consumer spending.
Public Investment: Higher capital outlay on infrastructure fuels job creation and investment.
Q1 FY26 Growth: India recorded 7.8% GDP growth (Apr–Jun 2025), underscoring domestic
strength.

🔹 Inflation and Monetary Outlook
Inflation Forecast: Revised down to 3.2%, driven by easing food prices.
Policy Implication: With inflation within target, RBI may cut rates by 25 bps, supporting
cheaper credit and stronger consumption.

🔹 Global Headwinds
External Risks: Higher U.S. tariffs and shifting supply chains weigh on exports.
Impact: India’s export sectors face mild stress, though the low export-to-GDP ratio limits the
overall drag.

🔹 Summary
India’s growth remains domestically driven and resilient, supported by fiscal spending, stable
prices, and rising demand — even amid global uncertainty.

 INDIA TO REMAIN FASTEST-GROWING MAJOR ECONOMY IN 2025: S&P

India’s GDP is projected to grow 6.5% in FY2025, reaffirming its position as the world’s fastest-
growing major economy, according to S&P Global Ratings. Despite global headwinds—sluggish
exports, geopolitical tensions, and tight monetary policies—India’s economy remains resilient,
powered by strong reforms and domestic demand.

🔹 Key Highlights
Growth Forecast: 6.5% GDP growth in FY2025.
Global Rank: Fastest-growing major economy.
Resilience Factors: Robust policy framework, economic reforms, and infrastructure
investment.
Outlook: Continued global trade integration, higher productivity, and job creation.

🔹 Growth Drivers
Reforms & Ease of Doing Business: Simplified regulations, digitization, and transparency.
Infrastructure Push: Large-scale investment in transport, energy, and digital sectors.
Manufacturing Boost: PLI schemes and Make in India spurring industrial output.
Strong Domestic Demand: Rising middle class and consumption-led growth.
Tech & Innovation: Expanding fintech, e-commerce, and digital services ecosystem.

🔹 Static Facts
Report: S&P Global Ratings
Forecast: 6.5% GDP growth (FY2025)
Status: Fastest-growing major economy
Key Drivers: Reforms, infrastructure, policy stability



 AGRICULTURE POWERS 15–20% OF INDIA’S ECONOMY: PSA AJAY KUMAR SOOD

21

At Dialogue NEXT 2025 in New Delhi, Principal Scientific Advisor Ajay Kumar Sood highlighted
that agriculture contributes 15–20% to India’s GDP and supports over 60% of the workforce,
underscoring its vital role in the nation’s socio-economic framework.

🔹 Key Highlights
Economic Role: Agriculture remains the backbone of rural India—crucial for livelihoods despite
a modest GDP share.
New Initiative: ICAR to launch a National Plant Health Mission to curb crop losses and
strengthen food security.

🔹 Focus Areas of the Mission
Pest & disease surveillance
Integrated plant health management
Early-warning systems
Training for farmers and agri-experts
The mission aims to boost yields, stabilize farmer incomes, and enhance climate resilience in
agriculture.

🔹 Dialogue NEXT 2025
Theme: “Take it to the Farmer”
Organisers: ICAR, CIMMYT, and BISA
Focus: Climate-resilient farming, agri-tech adoption, sustainable resource use, and farmer-led
innovation.

🔹 Why It Matters
With rising climate and ecological pressures, scientific interventions like the National Plant
Health Mission are key to ensuring sustainable agriculture and food security in India.
Exam Facts:
Event: Dialogue NEXT 2025, New Delhi
Speaker: Ajay Kumar Sood, PSA to PM
Agriculture’s Share: 15–20% of GDP
Workforce Dependence: ~60%



 WHY GST RATE CUTS CREATE “INTEREST ON CREDIT” ISSUES

22

While GST rate cuts make goods cheaper for consumers, they often create cash flow
challenges for businesses — known as the “interest on credit” problem. This occurs when input
tax credits (ITC) remain unutilized or delayed, forcing firms to borrow funds and pay interest
to maintain operations.

🔹 What Is “Interest on Credit”?
It’s the interest businesses pay on borrowed funds when their working capital is blocked —
often due to pending GST refunds or unused ITC.

🔹 How GST Normally Works
Businesses pay GST on inputs (raw materials/services).
They collect GST on sales of finished goods.
They claim Input Tax Credit (ITC) on taxes already paid.

🔹 Why GST Cuts Cause Problems
ITC Mismatch:

 After a GST rate cut, businesses collect less GST on sales but have already paid higher GST on
inputs, creating excess ITC.
Blocked Working Capital:
 Unused ITC stays stuck until refunds are processed, locking company funds.
Borrowing Dependence:
 To meet daily expenses, firms take loans — paying interest due to refund delays.
Shrinking Profit Margins:
 Lower selling prices and blocked funds increase costs, reducing profitability.

🔹 Example
Input purchase: ₹1,00,000 + 18% GST = ₹18,000
Output sale (after GST cut to 12%): ₹1,00,000 + ₹12,000 GST
Blocked ITC: ₹6,000 (until refund)
Company borrows money to cover the gap → pays interest on credit.

🔹 Why It Matters
For Businesses: Higher financing costs, lower profits.
For Consumers: Smaller price drop than expected.
For the Economy: Frequent GST cuts without faster refunds strain liquidity and discourage
investment.
In short: GST cuts help consumers but hurt business cash flows unless refund systems are
swift and efficient.



CULTURE
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  PM LAUNCHES GYAN BHARATAM PORTAL TO PRESERVE MANUSCRIPTS

Gyan Bharatam Portal & Mission 
● Purpose: Digitize & preserve India’s manuscript heritage; improve accessibility. 
● Budget 2025–26: Announced Gyan Bharatam Mission for survey, documentation &
conservation. 
About Manuscripts: 
● Definition: Handwritten work (paper, bark, cloth, metal, palm leaf, etc.), ≥75 years old, with
scientific/historical/aesthetic value. 
● Exclusions: Lithographs & printed volumes. 
● Volume: ~10 million manuscripts in 80 scripts (Brahmi, Kushan, Gaudi, Lepcha, Maithili, etc.). 
● Languages: ~75% Sanskrit, ~25% regional languages. 
Significance:
● Evidence of human activities & knowledge traditions. 
● Reflect ancestors’ devotion to learning despite destruction. 
● Insights into cultural, political, economic life.
 ○ Example: Kautilya’s Arthashastra.
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  HIGH SEAS TREATY: 60 RATIFICATIONS SECURE ENFORCEMENT

Adopted in 2023 by the Intergovernmental
Conference on Marine Biodiversity of Areas
Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ).
Comes into force 120 days after 60
ratifications (now achieved).

India and the Treaty:
Union Cabinet approved India’s signing in
2024.
Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Earth Sciences.

About the Treaty:
Officially: Agreement on Conservation &
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity
of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ).
Nature: Legally binding; third implementing
agreement under UNCLOS (after 1994
Implementation Agreement & 1995 UN Fish
Stocks Agreement).
Scope: Protects marine biodiversity in high
seas—areas beyond national jurisdiction.
High Seas: Global commons open for lawful
activities like navigation, overflight, laying
cables & pipelines.

  UNICEF’S CHILD NUTRITION REPORT 2025

Key Findings:
Childhood overweight on the rise: 5% under-5 and 20% of ages 5–19 affected — double since
2000.
Obesity (9.4%) now slightly higher than underweight (9.2%) among school-age children.
Over half of affected children live in East Asia-Pacific, Latin America-Caribbean, and South
Asia.
In South Asia, overweight among 5–19-year-olds rose fivefold since 2000.

Main Drivers:
Ultra-processed foods (UPFs): Cheaper, longer shelf life, subsidy-backed ingredients.
Aggressive marketing: Digital ads, influencers, blurred ad-content boundaries.
Weak policies: Only 7% mandate front-of-pack labelling; 8% subsidize healthy foods.

Recommendations:
Protect breastfeeding: Enforce breast-milk substitute marketing code.
Transform food environments: Restrict UPF marketing/availability, introduce taxes,
mandatory labelling.
Promote nutritious foods: Redirect subsidies, support local food systems.
Strengthen safety nets: Expand social protection, launch behaviour-change campaigns.
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  NEPAL PM RESIGNS AMID ‘GEN Z’ PROTESTS

Crisis in Nepal:
PM resigns after violent protests target government buildings and politicians’ homes.
Gen Z anger: Corruption, elite privileges, unemployment, lack of accountability.
Trigger: Ban on 26 social media platforms cut off youth expression.
Escalation: Excessive state force, including firing on protesters, fueled unrest.

India’s Response:
PM convened the Cabinet Committee on Security, stressing that Nepal’s peace, stability, and
prosperity are vital for India.
Implications for India:

Regional fragility: Nepal joins Sri Lanka & Bangladesh in political instability.
Economic risks: Trade, markets, remittances, supply chains disrupted.
Refugee concerns: Potential inflows pose humanitarian and border challenges.
Security: Unrest raises border management and diplomatic pressures.
Diplomacy: Prolonged instability strains India–Nepal ties.

  EU UNVEILS NEW AGENDA TO DEEPEN PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIA

Outlined in a Joint Communication by the European Commission & High Representative,
built on five strategic pillars:
1. Prosperity & Sustainability – Growth, jobs, industrial development, decarbonization.
2. Trade & Investment – Conclude FTA (2025) & IPA.
3. Supply Chains & Economic Security – Use TTC, implement Semiconductor Agreement.
4. Clean Transition & Resilience – Decarbonize heavy industries (steel, cement).
5. Technology & Innovation – Emerging tech, innovation hubs, digital public
infrastructure, nuclear & ITER research.

Other Focus Areas: 
Security & Defence: Indo-Pacific cooperation, maritime rules-based order, global security
threats.
Connectivity & Global Issues: Regional links, Africa outreach, EU’s Global Gateway +
India’s MAHASAGAR.
Enablers: Skills mobility, knowledge exchange, business & institutional cooperation.
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  WTO WORLD TRADE REPORT 2025: AI SHAPING TRADE & INCLUSIVE GROWTH

WTO World Trade Report 2025
 Recognizes AI as a transformative general-purpose technology reshaping trade, income,
and wealth distribution.

Concerns Needing Action:
Concentration: AI controlled by few firms/economies → inequitable access.
Labor Disruption: Job displacement demands reskilling, education, and active labor
policies.

Conclusion
 Harnessing AI for inclusive trade needs digital infrastructure, skill-building, fair
competition, regulatory coherence, and global cooperation via WTO.

How AI Drives Trade & Inclusive Growth
Lower Costs & Higher Productivity: Optimizes logistics, compliance, language, contracts →
could boost global trade 34–37% by 2040.
Reducing Skill Premium: AI substitutes medium/high-skill tasks → global skill premium may
fall 3–4%.
Knowledge Diffusion: 10% rise in digital trade → 2.6% increase in cross-border AI patent
citations.
New Pathways: Mineral- & energy-rich economies can emerge as hubs for hardware, data
hosting, and labor-intensive AI tasks.

  UN REPORT “GENDER SNAPSHOT 2025” TRACKS SDG PROGRESS

Gender Snapshot 2025 – UN Women & UN DESA
 Comprehensive review of gender equality across all 17 SDGs.

Key Highlights:
Poverty & Food: 376M women in extreme poverty; anaemia may hit 33% by 2030.
Health: Maternal mortality ↓39% (2000–23); women live 3 more years in poor health vs
men.
Education: Girls outpace boys in enrolment but lag in secondary completion (Africa, Asia);
few women lead schools.
Leadership & Work: Women hold 27% of parliamentary seats, 30% of management roles.
Violence: 12.5% face partner violence; 19% married before 18.
Digital Divide: 65% women vs 70% men online; women’s jobs at higher AI-automation risk.
Climate/Resources: 158M women at risk of climate-induced poverty; 896M lack clean
cooking fuel.
Peace & Security: 676M women lived near deadly conflict (2024).
Intersectionality: Women with disabilities face barriers in rights, Internet, politics.

Beijing+30 Action Agenda:
Digital Revolution: Bridge digital divide.
Freedom from Poverty: Invest in health, education, care economy.
Zero Violence: Enforce laws & services.
Equal Power: Boost women in politics & governance.
Peace & Security: Fund WPS agenda, ensure participation.
Climate Justice: Mainstream gender in climate & resource policies.
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   INDIA SIGNS 15-YEAR PMS CONTRACT WITH ISA AT CARLSBERG RIDGE

New Deal: India inked its third exploration contract with the International Seabed Authority
(ISA) — its second for polymetallic sulphides (PMS).
Earlier Contracts:
Polymetallic Nodules (Central Indian Ocean Basin)
PMS (Indian Ocean Ridge)

Significance of Carlsberg Ridge:
World’s first licence for PMS exploration in this region.
Covers 3,00,000 sq. km in the Arabian Sea, NW Indian Ocean.
Boundary between Indian & Arabian tectonic plates; stretches from Rodrigues Island to
Owen Fracture Zone.
India also applied for Afanasy-Nikitin Seamount (ANS) in Central Indian Ocean — under
claim by Sri Lanka.

About PMS:
Rich in copper, zinc, gold, silver.
Formed when mineral-rich fluids from Earth’s mantle are released into oceans, creating
metal sulphide deposits.

About ISA:
HQ: Kingston, Jamaica.
Established under UNCLOS (1982) & 1994 Agreement.
Regulates seabed mineral resources in international waters for humankind’s benefit.
Members: 170 (including India).

  WIPO RELEASES GLOBAL INNOVATION INDEX (GII) 2025

Measures: Innovation in 139 economies via investments, technology, adoption &
socioeconomic impact.
Launched: 2007; UNGA recognizes it as key STI policy reference.

Highlights 2025
India: Ranked 38th (from 81st in 2015); with Vietnam, longest overperformer (15 years).
Top Economies: Switzerland, Sweden, USA, South Korea, Singapore.
Innovation Clusters:
Global: Shenzhen–HK–Guangzhou, Tokyo-Yokohama, San Jose–San Francisco.
India: Bengaluru (21), Delhi (26), Mumbai (46), Chennai (84).

India’s Innovation Push:
Startup India: Funding, credit guarantee, tax benefits.
Atal Innovation Mission: Policy & program support.
NIDHI: Converts ideas into startups.
Others: AGNIi Mission, NITI Tech Repository, PM’s Research Fellowship.
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  WHO ISSUES 24TH ESSENTIAL MEDICINES LIST

Updated every 2 years by WHO Expert Committee.
New Additions:

GLP-1 receptor agonists: For type 2 diabetes, CVD, CKD & obesity.
Rapid-acting insulin analogues: For type 1 & type 2 diabetes.
Significance: Lower drug costs, reduce out-of-pocket spending, improve access.

Diabetes & Obesity:
Diabetes: Insufficient insulin production/use.
Global: 800M (2022) → 1.3B (2050).
India: 77M adults diabetic; 25M prediabetic.
Obesity: Excess fat → risk of diabetes & heart disease.
Global: >1B cases; doubled since 1990.
India: 24% women & 23% men obese (NFHS-5, 2019–21).

India’s Initiatives:
NP-NCD: Prevention & control of NCDs.
National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM): Affordable medicines.
PMBJP: Generic medicines scheme.
Fit India Movement: Active lifestyle promotion.

  UN CHIEF UNVEILS PROGRESS REPORT ON STRUCTURAL REFORMS

The “Shifting Paradigms: United to Deliver” report under Workstream 3 of the UN80 Initiative
outlines proposals for a leaner, more coherent UN—fewer silos, less duplication, stronger
collaboration—while adhering to UN rules and the Charter.

Key Reform Areas:
Peace & Security: Consolidate offices, streamline leadership, establish peacebuilding &
women’s centres of excellence.
Sustainable Development: Explore mergers (UNDP–UNOPS, UNFPA–UN Women), sunset
UNAIDS by 2026, create Joint Knowledge Hubs.
Human Rights: Form a system-wide Human Rights Group under the High Commissioner.
Humanitarian: Launch a New Humanitarian Compact to cut bureaucracy.

About UN80:
A system-wide effort to streamline operations, sharpen impact, and reaffirm UN relevance.

Workstream 1: Improve internal efficiency.
Workstream 2: Review mandate implementation (thousands of member-state tasks).
Workstream 3: Structural changes & programme realignment.

Paradigm Shifts for Impact:
Technology & Data: Build a UN Data Commons & Technology Accelerator Platform.
Funding: Reform pooled & core funding to align with collective priorities.
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  SEVEN INDIAN SITES ADDED TO UNESCO TENTATIVE LIST

31

Sites must first enter the Tentative List before gaining World Heritage status.
India currently has 69 sites on UNESCO’s Tentative List.

Sites & Key Features:
Natural Heritage of Erra Matti Dibbalu or Red Sand Dunes (Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh)

-First documented in 1886 by British geologist William King
-Unique coastal geomorphological and paleo-climatic set up
-Declared GeoHeritage Monument by GSI in 2016
-Composed of sand, silt, and clay with reddish color from oxidation

Meghalayan Age Caves (Meghalaya)
-Among world’s longest caves; stalactites, stalagmites, fossils, cave species
-Mawmluh cave listed among world’s first 100 geologically important sites

Natural Heritage of Tirumala Hills (Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh)
-Part of Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve and Venkateswara National Park

Natural Heritage of Varkala (Kerala)
-Scenic coastline, laterite formations, fossil-bearing rocks
-Cultural and pilgrimage significance

Deccan Traps at Panchgani and Mahabaleshwar
-Location: Western Ghats, Maharashtra
-Part of Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary

Geological Heritage of St. Mary’s Island Cluster (Karnataka)
-Protected under coastal regulation zones of Govt of India
-Declared National Geological Monument by GSI

Naga Hill Ophiolite (Nagaland)
-Section of oceanic crust and mantle thrust onto land
-Evidence of tectonic plate movement & earth’s internal processes



ALSO IN NEWS
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Born in Assam 
Known as “Bard of Brahmaputra” and “Sudhakantha” (The Nightingale) 

Padma Shri 
Padma Bhushan 
Padma Vibhushan 
Bharat Ratna 

Songs on communal harmony, justice, optimism, empathy 
Famous works: Manuhe Manuhar Babe, Moi Eti Jajabor, Bistirno Parore
Blended Assamese folk with universal human values Promoted unity
and brotherhood among communities 

Overview: The Indian Navy has inducted Androth, an indigenously built
AntiSubmarine Warfare (ASW) ship. 

About the Vessel: 

-Second of eight ASW Shallow Water Crafts (SWCs) under construction
at Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata. 
-Named after Androth Island in the Lakshadweep archipelago. 
-Powered by a diesel engine– waterjet system, equipped with advanced
lightweight torpedoes and indigenous ASW rockets. 

Androth

bhupen hazarika - 100 birth anniversary

ALSO IN NEWS

Wayanad Landslides Grey Rhino: Likely, highimpact risks often ignored
despite clear warnings. 
Not Black Swan: Predictable, with accumulating evidence. 
Wayanad Case: Landslideprone zone, repeated past events, yet risks
overlooked by authorities

Grey Rhino Event
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India–Iran–Uzbekistan: The first foreign ministry–level trilateral was
held in Tehran. The meeting emphasized greater use of Chabahar Port
by Uzbekistan for trade with India and highlighted its role alongside
the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 
India–Iran–Armenia: Another trilateral focused on the INSTC and
leveraging Chabahar Port through Armenia.

India’s Trilateral Engagements

ALSO IN NEWS

New Development: PM laid the foundation stone for a Polypropylene
Plant at Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL), Assam. 
About: A synthetic resin produced through polymerization of propylene,
widely used for its toughness, flexibility, light weight, and heat
resistance. 

Polypropylene

Protest: Opposed interference in traditional Manki-Munda governance
system. 
Munda: Village head, settles disputes. 
Manki: Regional head, handles escalated cases. 
Identity: Austroasiatic Munda group; also called Ho, Hodoko, Horo,
Kolha. 
Region: Mainly Jharkhand & Odisha; also in WB, Bihar, Bangladesh,
Nepal. Status: Not listed as PVTG.

ho tribe
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Event: Held in Liverpool, UK; first edition to feature men’s and women’s
events together. 
India’s Performance: 1.Gold: Jaismine Lamboria (57kg), Minakshi Hooda
(48kg) 2.Silver: Nupur Sheoran 3.Bronze: Pooja Rani Medal Table:
Kazakhstan finished on top. 

World Boxing Championships 2025

ALSO IN NEWS

By Russia with Belarus. 
India took part. 
Background: Initiated in 1999; held every four years since 2009 as a
large-scale multilateral drill. 
Objective: Tests preparedness against external threats. 
Features: Includes training with nuclear-capable systems, such as
Russia’s hypersonic Zircon missile.

Exercise Zapad-2025

Philippines: Condemns China’s plan to set up a nature reserve. 
About: Small atoll in South China Sea — called Huangyan Island (China)
and Panatag Shoal (Philippines). 
Dispute: Claimed by both nations

Scarborough Shoal dispute
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IGNCA Launches ‘Hindi Maah 2025’ with Cultural Fervour

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Rajbhasha Anubhag, inaugurated
Hindi Maah 2025 on 2 September with a vibrant cultural and literary programme. The event
opened with a lamp-lighting ceremony and a Gaudiya dance performance on Ganesh Stuti.
Prof. Sudha Singh, Head of the Hindi Department at the University of Delhi, was the Chief
Guest, while Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA, presided over the session.
In his address, Dr. Joshi highlighted the value of promoting India’s linguistic diversity and
urged citizens to learn an additional Indian language. Prof. Singh encouraged participants to
nurture a genuine love for Hindi and expand its use in professional and knowledge domains.
The month-long celebration will include literary competitions, cultural performances, and
interactive sessions, concluding on 30 September.

‘Gyan Bharatam’ International Conference Showcases India’s Knowledge Legacy

The Ministry of Culture launched Gyan Bharatam, a national initiative to preserve, digitise, and
promote India’s manuscript heritage, with the inaugural Gyan Bharatam International
Conference on Reclaiming India’s Knowledge Legacy held on 11 September 2025 at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi.
Inaugurated by Union Culture Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, the three-day
conference hosts over 1,100 scholars and experts from India and abroad. Keynote speaker
Prof. Manjul Bhargava underscored the global significance of India’s manuscript tradition. The
sessions focus on manuscriptology, digitisation, conservation, and repatriation.
The Prime Minister will address the conference on 12 September, followed by a valedictory
session chaired by the Home Minister on 13 September. The initiative marks a cultural revival,
reaffirming India’s role as a global knowledge leader and advancing the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047.

PM Modi Addresses Gyan Bharatam International Conference at Vigyan Bhawan

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Gyan Bharatam International Conference at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, calling it a landmark step in preserving and digitising India’s
manuscript heritage. He noted that manuscripts are living records of India’s civilisational
wisdom—spanning philosophy, science, medicine, art, and literature—and that India’s one
crore manuscripts reflect generations of devotion to knowledge.
The Prime Minister outlined four pillars of the Gyan Bharatam Mission—preservation,
innovation, addition, and adaptation—aimed at creating a National Digital Repository powered
by AI, research, and global collaboration. Emphasising protection against intellectual piracy
and new opportunities for youth, he urged young scholars to join the mission to make India’s
knowledge legacy a guiding light for the world.



‘Gyan Bharatam’ Initiative Heralds a Cultural Renaissance for India’s Manuscript Heritage

The Ministry of Culture’s Gyan Bharatam initiative marks a major step in preserving, digitising,
and promoting India’s manuscript heritage. The inaugural Gyan Bharatam International
Conference on Reclaiming India’s Knowledge Legacy was held from 11–13 September 2025 at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, bringing together over 1,100 scholars and cultural practitioners
from India and abroad to revive India’s timeless knowledge traditions.
The conference concluded with the Delhi Declaration, affirming a national commitment to
protect manuscripts as vital cultural and intellectual assets for Viksit Bharat 2047. In his
valedictory address, Union Culture Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat called Gyan
Bharatam a cultural renaissance—transforming manuscript preservation into a people’s
movement that bridges India’s ancient wisdom with future generations.

IGNCA to Inaugurate ‘Mann Ki Baat’ Art Exhibition in New Delhi

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), Kaladarsana Division, Ministry of
Culture, will inaugurate the Mann Ki Baat art exhibition on 16 September 2025 at 4:00 PM at
the Samvet Auditorium, IGNCA, New Delhi. Curated by Prof. (Dr.) Richa Kamboj, HoD,
Kaladarsana Division, the exhibition features paintings by senior artist Shri Manjit Singh,
inspired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s iconic radio programme Mann Ki Baat.
The inaugural ceremony will be graced by Smt. Rekha Gupta, Chief Minister of Delhi, as Chief
Guest, with Shri Ram Bahadur Rai, President, IGNCA, and Ms. Lily Pandeya, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Culture, as Guests of Honour. Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi, Member Secretary, IGNCA,
will preside over the event.
The exhibition will remain open to the public from 17–22 September 2025 at Darshnam I & II,
IGNCA, from 10:30 AM to 6:30 PM, celebrating art, culture, and creative expression.

Ministry of Culture Proposes Multinational Nomination of Chhath Mahaparva to UNESCO
Heritage List

The Ministry of Culture held a high-level consultation at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi, with diplomatic representatives from the UAE, Suriname, and the
Netherlands to advance the multinational nomination of Chhath Mahaparva for inclusion in
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Chaired by Shri Vivek Aggarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, the meeting included officials
from the Ministry of External Affairs, Sangeet Natak Akademi, and IGNCA. Partner nations
welcomed the proposal, recognising Chhath’s cultural significance and strong diaspora
presence.
Celebrated in India and across global diaspora communities, Chhath Mahaparva honours the
Sun God and Goddess Chhathi Maiya, reflecting ecological harmony, inclusivity, and
collective devotion. The nomination highlights India’s commitment to safeguarding living
traditions and strengthening cultural diplomacy.
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Ministry of Culture Launches 7th Edition of Prime Minister’s Mementos E-Auction

The Ministry of Culture has launched the 7th edition of the Prime Minister’s Mementos E-Auction,
organised by the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), New Delhi. Over 1,300 gifts received by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi are being auctioned online from 17 September to 2 October
2025 on www.pmmementos.gov.in. The collection features paintings, artefacts, sculptures,
handicrafts, tribal art, and sports memorabilia from the Paris Paralympics 2024, symbolising
resilience and national pride.
Since its launch in 2019, the e-auction has raised over ₹50 crore, with proceeds supporting the
Namami Gange Project. The mementos are also on public display at NGMA, New Delhi, allowing
citizens to view them before bidding. This initiative offers people a chance to own a piece of
history while contributing to India’s cultural and ecological conservation efforts.

Ministry of Culture Launches ‘Sewa Parv 2025’ Across India

The Ministry of Culture has launched Sewa Parv 2025 (17 September–2 October), a nationwide
celebration of service, creativity, and cultural pride inspired by the Prime Minister’s vision of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047. Under the theme “Viksit Bharat ke Rang, Kala ke Sang”, art and painting
workshops are being held at 75 key locations, engaging thousands of artists, students, and
citizens to express India’s developmental journey through art.
The inaugural day saw enthusiastic participation nationwide — including 1,500 artists in Lucknow,
2,000 in Vadodara, 1,300 in Jammu, and hundreds more across Thanjavur, Hyderabad, Damoh,
Shantiniketan, and Anand. Citizens are also sharing their creative works digitally via the Sewa Parv
Portal. The celebrations will continue until 2 October, culminating on Mahatma Gandhi’s birth
anniversary.

Seven Indian Natural Heritage Sites Added to UNESCO’s Tentative List

India has added seven new natural heritage sites to UNESCO’s Tentative List of World Heritage
Sites, raising its total from 62 to 69. The new inclusions are:

Deccan Traps (Panchgani & Mahabaleshwar, Maharashtra)
St. Mary’s Island Cluster (Karnataka)
Meghalayan Age Caves (Meghalaya)
Naga Hill Ophiolite (Nagaland)
Erra Matti Dibbalu and Natural Heritage of Tirumala Hills (Andhra Pradesh)
Varkala Cliffs (Kerala)

With this, India now has 49 cultural, 17 natural, and 3 mixed properties under UNESCO
consideration. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) led the nominations, earning praise from
India’s Permanent Representative to UNESCO.
This milestone strengthens India’s global leadership in heritage conservation, following the
successful hosting of the 46th World Heritage Committee Session in New Delhi in 2024.
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
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IGNCA Launches ‘Hindi Maah 2025’

When was Hindi Maah 2025 inaugurated by IGNCA?
 A) 1 September 2025
B) 2 September 2025
C) 5 September 2025
D) 15 September 2025

2. Which department organized Hindi Maah 2025?
A) Kaladarsana Division
B) Rajbhasha Anubhag
C) Manav Anubhag
D) Sanskriti Division

3. What performance marked the opening of Hindi Maah 2025?
A) Bharatanatyam
B) Gaudiya dance on Ganesh Stuti
C) Kathak recital
 D) Odissi performance

4. Who was the Chief Guest at the Hindi Maah 2025 inauguration?
A) Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
B) Prof. Sudha Singh
C) Smt. Rekha Gupta
D) Prof. Manjul Bhargava

5. Who presided over the inaugural session?
A) Prof. Sudha Singh
B) Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
C) Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
D) Prof. Richa Kamboj
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‘Gyan Bharatam’ International Conference

Where was the Gyan Bharatam International Conference held?
A) IGNCA, Delhi
B) India Habitat Centre
C) Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi
D) NGMA, New Delhi

When was the Gyan Bharatam Conference inaugurated?
A) 9 September 2025
B) 10 September 2025
C) 11 September 2025
D) 13 September 2025

Who inaugurated the Gyan Bharatam Conference?
A) Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
B) Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
C) PM Narendra Modi
D) Prof. Manjul Bhargava

How many scholars and experts participated?
A) 500
B) 800
C) 1,100+
D) 2,000

Who delivered the keynote address?
A) PM Narendra Modi
B) Dr. Joshi
C) Prof. Manjul Bhargava
D) Shri Vivek Aggarwal

The Prime Minister addressed the conference on—
A) 11 September
B) 12 September
C) 13 September
D) 10 September
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Mann Ki Baat Art Exhibition

Who is curating the Mann Ki Baat exhibition?
A) Prof. (Dr.) Richa Kamboj
B) Dr. Joshi
C) Shri Ram Bahadur Rai
D) Prof. Sudha Singh

Who is the artist behind the exhibition paintings?
A) Shri Manjit Singh
B) Raja Ravi Varma
C) M.F. Husain
D) Anjolie Ela Menon

Where is the exhibition being held?
A) NGMA
B) Samvet Auditorium, IGNCA, New Delhi
C) Lalit Kala Akademi
D) India International Centre

Who is the Chief Guest at the inaugural ceremony?
A) PM Narendra Modi
B) Smt. Rekha Gupta
C) Dr. Joshi
D) Prof. Richa Kamboj

The exhibition will remain open to the public from—
A) 15–20 September
B) 17–22 September
C) 18–25 September
D) 20–27 September

Public visiting hours are—
A) 9 AM – 5 PM
B) 10:30 AM – 6:30 PM
C) 11 AM – 7 PM
D) 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
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Chhath Mahaparva UNESCO Nomination

The multinational nomination for Chhath Mahaparva involves which
countries?
A) Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh
B) UAE, Suriname, Netherlands
C) Mauritius, Fiji, UK
D) Sri Lanka, Trinidad, Guyana

Who chaired the consultation meeting?
A) Shri Vivek Aggarwal
B) Dr. Joshi
C) Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
D) Prof. Manjul Bhargava

The festival of Chhath Mahaparva primarily worships—
A) Goddess Durga
B) Sun God and Goddess Chhathi Maiya
C) Lord Shiva
D) Mother Ganga

The nomination aims to include Chhath under which UNESCO list?
A) World Heritage List
B) Intangible Cultural Heritage List
C) Memory of the World Register
D) Cultural Landscape List

Prime Minister’s Mementos E-Auction (7th Edition)

Which institution is organizing the e-auction?
A) IGNCA
B) National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA)
C) ASI
D) Sangeet Natak Akademi
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The e-auction runs from—
A) 1–15 September 2025
B) 17 September–2 October 2025
C) 10–25 September 2025
D) 20 September–5 October 2025

How many items are being auctioned?
A) 500
B) 900
C) 1,300+
D) 2,000

The proceeds from the auction support which project?
A) Clean India Mission
B) Namami Gange Project
C) Smart Cities Mission
D) Swachh Bharat Mission

Since 2019, how much has the auction raised?
A) ₹25 crore
B) ₹50 crore+
C) ₹75 crore
D) ₹100 crore

The collection includes memorabilia from which sporting event?
A) Tokyo Olympics 2020
B) Asian Games 2022
C) Paris Paralympics 2024
D) Cricket World Cup 2023

Sewa Parv 2025

Sewa Parv 2025 runs from—
A) 17 September–2 October
B) 15–30 September
C) 10–25 October
D) 1–15 October
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The theme of Sewa Parv 2025 is—
A) Art for All
B) “Viksit Bharat ke Rang, Kala ke Sang”
C) Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
D) Sabka Prayas

Sewa Parv aims to celebrate—
A) Trade and Commerce
B) Service, Creativity, and Cultural Pride
C) Tourism and Heritage
D) Language and Literature

How many artists participated in Lucknow?
A) 1,000
B) 1,500
C) 2,000
D) 3,000

How many artists participated in Vadodara?
A) 1,000
B) 1,200
C) 2,000
D) 1,800

The event will conclude on which day?
A) Hindi Diwas
B) Mahatma Gandhi’s Birth Anniversary
C) Republic Day
D) World Heritage Day
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The theme of Sewa Parv 2025 is—
A) Art for All
B) “Viksit Bharat ke Rang, Kala ke Sang”
C) Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
D) Sabka Prayas

Sewa Parv aims to celebrate—
A) Trade and Commerce
B) Service, Creativity, and Cultural Pride
C) Tourism and Heritage
D) Language and Literature

How many artists participated in Lucknow?
A) 1,000
B) 1,500
C) 2,000
D) 3,000

How many artists participated in Vadodara?
A) 1,000
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D) 1,800

The event will conclude on which day?
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C) Republic Day
D) World Heritage Day
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Seven Indian Natural Heritage Sites Added to UNESCO Tentative List

How many new sites were added to the tentative list?
A) 5
B) 6
C) 7
D) 9

The total tentative sites after addition are—
A) 62
B) 65
C) 69
D) 71

Which site is located in Maharashtra?
A) St. Mary’s Island Cluster
B) Deccan Traps (Panchgani & Mahabaleshwar)
C) Varkala Cliffs
D) Meghalayan Caves

St. Mary’s Island Cluster is in—
A) Kerala
B) Maharashtra
C) Karnataka
D) Goa

Meghalayan Age Caves are in—
A) Mizoram
B) Meghalaya
C) Manipur
D) Nagaland

Varkala Cliffs are located in—
A) Tamil Nadu
B) Kerala
C) Goa
D) Karnataka
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Which organization led the nominations for UNESCO’s tentative list?
A) Ministry of Culture
B) IGNCA
C) Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
D) National Museum
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